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on this principle, for as yet he bears no trace of
the Divinity, and may be properly regarded as little
better than the brutes which perish. But let it be
known, let it be felt, that man, as man, is of in-
finite worth, that he is not a mere channel for
truth to flow through, but a living and wondrous
emanation from the Infinite, containing a countless
treasure in his very nature, and you surround every
human being wich an atmosphere of inviolability,
which scorn and injustice can only invade at their
peril. So true is it, that the primary view we
take of the human mind, in relation to the sources
of its knowledge, bears down upon the whole theory
of human rights.

My friends and fellow-countrymen, it is not
merely to maintain a favourite metaphysical hy-
pothesis, that we would earnestly combat against
the spirit of traditionalism in our modern society;
it is because this theory, when carried out, de-
grades humanity, robs man, as man, of his native
dignity, strips him of his inalienable rights, gives
a plausible apology for favouritism towards one
class, and oppression towards another, and tends to
set up a spiritual despotism in the world which
enslaves the mind in fetters worse than those
which were ever rivetted upon the limbs of the
African outcast.

Philosophical ideas, believe me, however dry in
their details, are mighty in their results; and it is
on this ground that we contend earnestly for
principles on which, whatever many may think